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INTRODUCTION 


So  many  people  ask  us  questions  about  Joe's  that  I 
must  confess  that  sometimes  we  don't  know  the  an- 
swers. John  Brinley-Higgins  has  done  a  fine  job  of 
research,  and  has  come  up  with  many  of  those  an- 
swers. So  here  you  are— the  real  Joe's  Cafe  through 
ups  and  downs — and  still  an  original. 

Joe's  Cafe  is  its  customers.  Without  you  there  would 
be  no  Joe's.  To  all  of  you  who  have  been  our  great 
supporters,  friends,  and  almost-members  of  one  big 
family,  THANK  YOU  for  making  Joe's  Cafe  part  of 
Santa  Barbara's  history. 

NANCY  PEERY 


OWNER  OF  JOE'S  CAFE  1969— 


Photo  above  is  Nancy  Peery,  owner  of  Joe's  Cafe  1969 
Sharon  Hoshida  1981. 
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FOREWORD 


Many  people  have  asked  me  how  I  happened  to  be- 
come interested  in  Joe's  Cafe.  They  are  often  surprised 
when  I  tell  them  that  I  was  first  attracted  to  the  pictures 
of  historic  Santa  Barbara  that  line  the  walls  of  Joe's. 
Soon  I  found  myself  wanting  to  know  the  history  of  the 
restaurant  itself,  and  how  it  fits  into  Santa  Barbara's 
past. 


The  rest  I  now  set  before  you  in  print  and  in  pictures.  I 
hope  this  work  provides  you  with  many  enjoyable 
moments,  filled  with  the  nostalgia  that  Joe's  seems  to 
bring  to  its  patrons.  Perhaps  you,  too,  will  go  back  to 
Joe's  again  and  again.... 


John  Brinley-Higgins 


John  Brinley-Higgins,  author.  Photo  by  Greg  Griffin. 
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CUSTOMERS'  COMMENTS  .  .  . 

FROM  AN  INFORMAL  QUESTIONNAIRE 


"I  was  told  by  a  few  friends  that  here  was  a  cafe  in  Santa  Barbara 
•that  reminded  them  of  New  York  City  cafe-delis.  I  went  down  there 
with  friends  from  New  York,  and  we  ate  our  faces  off."  Ed  Reyes 

4 4 It's  a  good  place  to  go  because  they  give  you  good  drinks.  It  was 
Stacy's  21st,  and  we  had  her  taking  straight  shots  of  Wild  Ibrkey. 
And  you  can  imagine!  You  are  only  21  once."  Anonymous 

"Joe's  has  a  policy  that  waitresses  don't  have  to  take  no  shit." 

Anonymous 

4 4 Met  Davy  Jones  (MONKEE) — met  many  'lunatics'  there — and 
was  once  insulted  by  a  quasi-cowboy  about  my  behaviour  traits." 

Mikhail 

"Only  been  there  once.  Somebody  invited  me  to  lunch  there.  I  had 
a  big  bowl  of  soup.  The  soup  was  pretty  good  and  plentiful.  And 
the  price  was  right."  Bob  Shapiro 

4 4  You  know  there  is  always  someone  you  know.  You  can  always  sit 
next  to  some  drunk  at  the  bar.  There's  no  jigger  at  Joe's.  People 
who  own  Joe's  are  magnaminous.  There  are  some  people  at  Joe's  I 
wouldn't  see  otherwise.  Joe's  is  a  must.  Either  you  start  the  night 
or  end  it  with  an  Irish  Coffee."  Valerie  D. 

"I  was  attacked  by  a  wino  and  I  met  a  Santa  Barbara  millionaire  at 
Joe's."  Ester  Wang-O  Lau  (Concert  Promoter) 

"They  do  make  good  drinks  at  Joe's.  Hmmmmmmmmmm! 
Tanqueray  and  tonics!."  Sherie 
"Very  close.  Good  food."  Palmer  Fenswick 


"Lots  of  noise,  classical  American  food  and  next  to  Mel's  the 
strongest  drinks  in  town."        Robyn  (Santa  Barbara  Dancer) 

4 4 Met  very  good  people.  Had  very  good  service,  and  the  food  is 
cooked  to  order.  I  was  very  well  satisfied."  Edward  Washington 

"I  go  to  Joe's  because  I  like  the  food  and  also  the  informal 
atmosphere.  The  waiters  are  very  friendly  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
Joe's  keeps  their  employees  for  many  years,  which  is  unusual. 
Most  restaurants  change  personnel  every  other  day." 

Elvia  Cardenas  (S.B.  Family  Center/El  Centro  Familia) 

4  4  We  saw  somebody  thrown  out  of  Joe's  for  refusing  to  leave.  He 
was  giving  the  people  a  hard  time.  It  was  pretty  exciting.  They 
called  the  police."        Bobbie  &  Janie  Thompson  (San  Diego) 

4 'Coming  to  Joe's  for  13-14  years.  Like  the  people.  Good  cross 
section.  Best  people  in  here:  cowboys,  engineers,  lawyers,  and 
judges.  Common  denominator."  Mr.  Savage 

"Saw  a  man  in  the  ladies  restroom."       Mrs.  Martha  Savage 

"I  ordinarily  never  drink  alcohol.  Went  to  Joe's  one  time  and 
ordered  a  Scotch  and  water.  I  drank  half  of  it  and  I  had  to  be  helped 
out  by  my  friend.  Could  not  even  finish  the  dinner  I  ordered." 

Anonymous 

4 'Finally  found  out  who  was  straight/gay  in  group  of  people  I  was 
with.  Good  time.  Became  rather  loose."  Margo 

"Like  the  old  pictures  and  the  way  the  bar  is  set  up."  Perry  Gattis 
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"I  go  to  Joe's  because  it  is  nostalgia.  It  makes  me  feel  like  in  the 
past,  say  the  1940's  or  early  1950's.  The  food  is  good  and  patrons 
friendly.  It's  a  great  place  to  party  and  meet  old  friends  you  didn't 
know  were  still  around  Santa  Barbara,  like  Rick's  Place  in 
Casablanca  or  Hussong's  in  Ensenada."  Steve  Powers 

"Good  pictures.  Strong  drinks."  Mitch 

"Joe's  is  a  hot  grill  in  the  heart  of  lower  State  Street.  It's  the 
hangout  for  rich  kids  in  their  Porsches  and  Levis  because  it's  the 
only  two  blocks  downtown  where  there  is  the  slightest  hint  of 
danger  and  excitement  to  cut  through  the  otherwise  bland  and 
boring  life  of  Paradise."  Cary  English 

"A  millionaire  I  met  at  the  counter  at  Joe's  told  me  his  son  wanted 
to  be  a  musician.  He  told  his  son,  4Go  out  and  make  a  million 
dollars  and  you  can  be  anything  you  want!  His  son  is  now  studying 
Arabic  at  UCSB."  Cary  English 

"Good  place  to  get  a  variety  of  foods  at  reasonable  prices.  Fun 
and  casual,  yet  good  food  and  interesting  atmosphere  if  you're 
not  wanting  privacy.  Anytime  I've  ever  gone  there  (not  very 
many  times-maybe  ten  in  nine  years)  I've  had  to  be  prodded  by 
friends-peer  influence,  I  guess.  Also  for  company.  It  assuages 
loneliness."  Val  (Fashion  Buyer) 

"I  go  to  Joe's  because  there's  always  friendly  people  or  interesting 
interactions  happening.  People  come  in  to  make  the  scene— ladies 
in  plumed  hats;  guys  dressed  in  black;  cowboys.  The  drinks  are 
generous,  the  food  50/50,  atmosphere  real  (instead  of  instant)." 

Linda  Reyes 


"It's  the  poetry  of  people.  The  busy  hustle  of  so  many  people 
coming  together.  But  of  course  the  food  was  also  good  with  the 
strongest  drinks  in  Santa  Barbara.  Before  the  L.A.  crowd  moved 
in,  I  would  use  Joe's  as  a  meeting  ground  with  friends  who  are  part 
of  Santa  Barbara's  night  crowd.  (What  night  life?)." 

Simo  Ny lander  (Film  Director) 

"The  oldest  restaurant  in  town.  It  has  the  best  bar,  a  large  mirror, 
and  that  Eagle!  A  lot  of  construction  workers  go  there  like  myself. 
Everybody  goes  to  Joe's."  Anonymous 

"I've  only  been  twice  but  I've  gone  there  for  lunch,  a  group  of  us. 
It  was  a  small  restaurant,  but  it  was  crowded  and  people  were 
waiting  in  line.  I  remember  when  we  got  served  it  was  very 
delicious.  I  enjoyed  it,  and  have  wanted  to  go  back.  If  you  see 
Joe's  Cafe  it  might  not  impress  you  to  eat  there.  Actually  you  eat 
there  on  account  of  its  reputation  of  good  food." 

Bonnie  Rentie  (The  best  babysitter  in  S.B.) 
"A  lady  once  got  drunk  there  and  danced  on  the  table." 

Anonymous 

k  l  had  heard  it  was  the  place  to  go— great  drinks,  good  food  and 
terrific  atmosphere."  Anonymous 
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La  gracia  de  un  buen  ranchero 
Es  tener  de  calzoneros; 
Unos  estri  bos  de  palo; 
Y  unas  riendas  de  bueno  cuero 
(The  life  of  a  good  ranchero 
consisted  of  owning  a  pair  of 
tK>W8ers,  a  pair  of  wooden  stirrups 
and  a  pair  of  good  cowhide  lines.)1 

CHAPTER  1: 

EARLY  DAYS  —  1800 

The  atmosphere,  language,  and  tradition  of  18th 
Century  Santa  Barbara  was  Spanish.  The  4 'ranchero" 
was  the  dominant  social  figure  of  society,  and  the 
above  quotation  typifies  his  lifestyle.  By  the  middle  of 
the  1800's  as  "gringos"  worked  their  way  into  the 
Western  wilderness,  lifestyles  and  names  began  to 
change,  removing  the  ranchero  as  the  focal  point  of 
society.  The  new  life  of  the  Santa  Barbarans  centered 
around  one  main  street:  Estado,  or  State  Street. 

According  to  Rosario  Curletti,  4 'old  timers  referred  to 
it  (State  Street)  as  kLa  Calle  Principle/  "2  It  was  also 
known  as  "El  Camino  Real."  Its  name  was  then 
changed  to  Estado  Street.  Under  the  influence  of 


The  Caballero-a  symbol  of  the  proud  heritage  that  dominated 
Santa  Barbara  in  the  early  1800's.  Sketch  from  Dawn  and  the 
Dons  by  Tirey  L.  Ford,  1926.  Courtesy  Santa  Iiarbara  City 
Library. 
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English-speaking  Americans,  this  main  street  became 
translated  into  English  as  State  Street.  Along  this 
multilingual  street  many  caballeros,  traders,  tourists, 
and  just  plain  hungry  and  thirsty  people  passed.  One 
didn't  have  to  walk  far,  because  State  Street  ended  at 
Carrillo  Street  near  Judge  Huse's  house.  Thus,  it  was 
the  lower  end— the  500  block— of  State  Street  that 
served  the  community  at  large. 

A  Narrative  History  of  State  Street  from  Gutierrez  to 
Ortega,  1850—1975  tells  us  that  Old  Town  had  long 
been  Santa  Barbara's  center  for  transportation.  "As 
early  as  1861  stagecoach  and  steamship  service  had 
connected  the  community  with  the  rest  of  the  nation. 
In  1866  the  Santa  Barbara  and  Los  Olivos  Stageline 
(516)  and  the  Wells  Fargo  Company  (617)  transported 
passenger  and  mail."3  Accomodations  for  tourists  and 
the  commercial  travel  industries  were  at  the  Morris 
House  and  the  Occidental  Hotel.  W.C.  Shows  Grocery 
at  5 1 3  State  Street  provided  groceries  for  the  family 
and  trinkets  for  entertainment  and  pleasure. 

Some  readers  may  wonder  what  Old  Town  means.  It 
describes  the  lower  section  of  State  Street  from 

Side  logo  views  of  the  Santa  Barbara  &  Los  Olivos  and  Wells  Fargo 
Stage  Lines  that  connected  Santa  Barbara  with  the  rest  of  the 
Nation.  Wells  Fargo  photo  by  Greg  Griffin  1982.  Courtesy  Santa 
Ynez  Historical  Society.  Santa  Barbara  &  Los  Olivos  by  J.H.B.  -H. 
Courtesy  Santa  Barbara  Carriage  Museum. 


Cabnllo  Boulevard  to  the  top  of  De  la  Guerra  Street.  It 
was  Santa  Barbara's  main  commercial  district  in  the 
early  days  of  the  city's  growth.  If  one  wanders  up  or 
down  State  Street,  posters  will  be  seen  in  merchants' 
windows  advertising  the  part  of  State  Street  known  as 
Uld  Town.  This  part  of  Santa  Barbara  propelled  the 
sleepy  little  town  into  a  bustling  commercial  and 
tourist  center. 
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rJO  H  E 


Morris  House, 

J.  F.  MORRIS,  Proprietor. 


^tate  Street, 


After  an  absence  of  four  years  Mr.  J.  F.  Morris  the 
former  popular  proprietor,  after  whom  the  hotel' was 
named,  has  returned  and  again  taken  full  charge.  The 
hotel  has  been  refurnished  and  renovated  and  is  first- 
class  in  all  its  appointments.  The  Office,  Reading  Room 
Dining  Hall  and  Billiard  Rooms  are  all  spacious  and 
any,  while  the  Sleeping  Rooms  are  large,  well  ventilated 
and  sunny  Suites  of  rooms,  with  open  fires,  for  those 
who  wish  them. 


LOS 

IDKUS 


\3AS 


Stages  to  all  Points  Leave  from  the  House. 


MRS.  JANE  ROSENBERG.  Proprietress 
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State  Street,  near  cor.  Ortega. 

Bo.r.1  «nd  Lodging,  S1.00  per  D»v. 

OYSTER  AND  CHOP  HOUSE  EXACTLY  OPPOSITE 

Ojg  IUy  ....I  Xig!,,.  T.  If.  ft  WMKSBF.RO.  Propria. 


OCCIDENTAL  HOTEL 

C,  If.  F1.SKK,  Prop'r, 

SANTA  BAKRAR.A.  OAL. 


Santa  Maria 

Is  on  the  Pacific  Coast  Railroad, 
33  miles  from  San  Luis  Obispo. 
I*  JtaiUtttcd  in  the  center  of  the 
rich  and  Uautiful  Santa  Alaria 
Valley.  The  principal  resources 
are  agricultural  ao<l  mercantile 
trade.  Tlu>  part  of  the  county 
is  adapted  to  wheat  growing 
where  can  be  seen  90  square 
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/•too  i      to*  and  c„,ud  °  SftJ?™* 

ST"      c™""> s--- 


From  1886-1897  it  appears  that  a  Chinese  laundry 
occupied  the  site  that  is  now  Joe's  Cafe  at  512  State 
Street.  The  laundry  was  named  Sing  Lee's  Laundry. 
Any  other  information  regarding  this  establish- 
ment has  not  been  found. 

Research  has  shown  that  there  were  about  300 
Chinese  in  Santa  Barbara  at  this  time.  Although 
some  newspapers  referred  to  them  as  the  "Yellow 
Peril,"  and  sanitation  ordinances  were  passed  by 
the  City  of  Santa  Barbara  to  restrict  the  Chinese 
laundry  ironing  method  known  as  "mouth  spray- 
ing, the  Chinese  people  appeared  to  have  been 
well  treated  by  the  English  and  Spanish  speak- 
ing community.  The  Chinese  contributed  signific- 
antly to  Santa  Barbara's  economic  development  as 
laundrymen,  servants,  and  fruit  and  vegetable  ven- 
dors. 


Santa  Barbara  County— City  of  Santa  Barbara,  3rd  Precinct. 


ItSl  1 

I     »vm*»:m  L 
KAMK  >J 
OctrirtTio*  1 

|  | 

 "1  "  J 

C«lor  ol  Color  of 
Kyea,  1  Hair. 

VimslkMabmom  S*a»*.  if  a?cv. 

«m>  TIIKI*  U*  ALITV. 

Nativity. 

1'I.ACK  OK  RK5I 

UKMCM 

Tllht  ISCT 

S'tTI  MAI  IZJ  l>                            lUTK  or  rosfilKKI 
.  ItUMki.  1  ANN 
1»ATK.               Cot  AT.               I'UACr.     1        TION.  ATLATKOH 

—  —  1  1 

fin 
& 
K 

•  tegs**-     BttLi   sk !  B  F  I? 

Ncer  forelu:«t 

California  ... 
iN 
.to 

i:in.oi» 

California 
1  ri^l.tlf! 

Santa  JUrUara 

at 
.to 

I 

.lo 

 'Jul*    t.  i»v6S»nt«  Hai).» 

.June  ao.    "  | 

 :::   f   «•» 

 'Any    7.    "  do 

June  *.    M  j  M 
]>r<-  4.  I*9f>t  Su|*rmr.  S.nl»  JUrl...r»,  L*«1                  |'  Jj 

Is 

P  4> 

•  • 

!£:{;:!;:: i.,,..        .    -         >r-  ite? 

Scar  on  i»fl  band 
Mole  on  ciiin 

IIUm  fa 

Mi^.iim 
S.-u  Y-  rV 

.lo 
.1.. 

1  «««> 

.lo 

Jtlv34.          Suv»rior.  Sanm  S:<rl»Ara.  Ca!  Jul*  lv. 

f                                                         June  SS        J  (M 

 >«>  ! 

i                               Ju!'.e  ?  "  ' 

AtotV  is  pott  of  the  1896-1898  supplemental  County  Registry  which 
lists  Harry  Harcroft.  Courtesy  of  Santa  Barbara  City  Library. 


The  500  block  was  the  center  of  the  Old  Town  Com- 
munity. It  became  known  as  "the  metropolitan  block." 
Many  of  the  businesses  which  sustained  Santa  Barbara 
were  found  here. 

During  this  period,  stable  and  stagecoach  lines  dotted 
State  Street.  Blacksmiths  were  the  mechanic/artisans 
of  the  era.  It  is  not  surprising  that  a  blacksmith's  shop 
occupied  the  space  where  part  of  Joe's  Cafe  is  now: 
"Of  all  of  them  (blacksmiths),  none  were  as  skilled 
as  Harry  Harcroft  (514),  affectionately  known  as 
'Lord  Harry'.  As  a  proper  English  gentleman.  Lord 
Harry  rarely  looked  the  part  of  a  blacksmith  but 
nonetheless  hammered  out  some  of  the  finest  tools 
and  drill  bits  in  the  state."4 
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/<5 '63 '  City  map  of  Santa  Barbara  as  laid  out  by  Salisbury  n„u„  u  . 
the  influence  of  Americans  where  EstadoS^T*  *?"' 


Ceta  Street 


Haley  Street 


1886  street  map  shows  that  Joe's  Cafe  (512)  was  the  site  of  a 
Chinese  laundry.  It  was  called  Sing  Lee's  Chinese  Laundry.  Due 
to  the  racial  conflicts  at  that  time  Chinese  were  not  listed  in  city 
directories.  514  was  owned  by  A.F.  McPhail.  Courtesy  Graduate 
Program  Historical  Studies,  U.C.S.B. 


Hal#y  street 
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1875  County  Handbook  describes  early  Santa  Bar- 
bara health  remedy.  Courtesy  Santa  Barbara  City  Library. 
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TRENWITH      Dry  Goods.     704  State  St. 


IUHBCTOKY  OK  SANTA  BARBARA. 


Brcslaucr.  T.  M 
Hitchcock.  H  U 
Maguirc,  M.  F. 
Noble.  W.  B. 


Brunette,  L 
Coit,  J.  O. 

Bannerman  Bros. 
l*hncr,  Samuel. 
Macf'arlanc,  J.  C. 

Larco,  Andrew. 


Dry  Goods. 

Ewing.  Leland. 
Liehman.  Leopold. 
Morgan.  W,  R 
'  Streetcr.  P.  W. 

Trenwith,  G.  F. 
Electric  Supplies. 

Expert  Accountant. 

Teed  and  Commission. 


Gilbert  &  Jennings. 
\jcry,  Joseph. 
Parka,  W.  8. 
Fish  Markets. 

Marinkovieh,  F. 


J.  E.  TAPLEY.  Gonlectloner.  6,3      gr*&  45 

Florists. 

Sexton.  Joseph  *  Son.  Spence.  John. 


Hnyward.  C.  \V. 
Mower,  L.  H. 


Brooks  &  Morton. 
Carrillo,  Anastncio. 
Diehl.John  F. 
Garret tson.  J.  M. 
Klett.  Julias. 
Mascnlini,  Mrs.  R. 
Northrup,  H.  W. 
Farmn,  G.  B. 
Pertica,  F.J. 
Ramon,  I^eon. 
Trimmer,  R. 


Fruit  Dealers 

Rossi.  Angelo. 

Furniture. 

Knight.  F.  H. 
Fierce  Bros. 
Whitney,  D.  L. 

Grocers. 

Bosso.  S.  &  Co. 
Darling  Sanford. 
Dufonr  &  Co. 
Kearney  Bros. 
Malott.  M.  A. 
Moullctt,  J. 
Falmer.  A.  W. 
Fertica,  Angel  A. 
Pico,  Jose  R. 
Show,  W.  C. 
Yrfddei.  John. 


Brooks  &  Morton.  Grocers, 


6is  *t«tr  Street       Ttl  , 
••TS  WMITt  ROSE  FLOUR. 


00  TO  BAKER  BROS. 


ding     Confectioner*.  619  STATE  STREET 
L*nt.t  Outfit  la  the  CU? 


DIRECTORY  OP  BANT  A  BARBARA. 


Sullivan,  Mrs.  M.  B. 

Booth  &  Packard. 
Hoffman,  G.  L. 


HairWorkers. 


Forbes.  J.  M. 
Rundell.  Eli. 

Arlington  Hotel. 
International  Hotel. 


Union  Ice  Co. 


Hardv  are. 

K.J  .vards  &  Co. 
Boeder  &  Ott. 
Harness  Makers. 

lyoomia.  S. 
Yatea.  Fred  W. 
Hotels. 

Commercial  Hotel. 
New  Morris  House. 
RafTour  House. 
Ice  Dealers. 

8.  B.  Ice  Co. 
Jewelers. 

Conant.  Frank  A. 
Field,  Kdwin. 


Manning.  W.  A. 
>,  Pelir- 


613  §m  St. 


Chambers,  E.  B. 
Eaves.  Mrs.  Leonora. 
Guinnr.d,  Brutus. 
 Trujilli 

J.  E.  TAPLEY,  Confectioner. 

Job  Printers. 

Candy.  S.  W.  Hunt.  D.  F. 

Independent.  The  Daily.  Fress.  The  Morning. 

8.  B.  Printing  Co. 
Laundries. 

Arlington  Steam  Laundry.  Mme.  Birabent. 
Clark,  A.  M.  Robbin.  Misses. 

S.  B.  Steam  laundry. 
Lawyers,  see  Attorneys  at  Law. 
Lines  of  Travel. 
Pacific  Coast  8.  8.  Oo.  Santa  Fe  R  R 

9  S.  B.  &  Los  OHvo.  Stage  Co.#  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  ft 
Livery  Stables. 

Black  Hawk  Stables. 
Cardoio,  Frank. 
t  X.  L  Stables. 
Longawa.  John. 
Patterson.  C.  D. 


Tel.  4s 


Bairlcy.  C.  L. 
Carter,  Cornelius. 
Covarrubias,  0.  M 
Johnson,  B.  H. 
Olympia  Stables. 


Brooks  &  Morton.  Grocers, 


b'S  **SU  Street       TtL  , 

*HITt  ROSE  r  LOU  ft 


w 


e 

t3 


The  above  advertisements  from  an  1875  Santa  Barbara  County 
Handbook  show  the  popularity  of  stables.  Courtesy  Santa  Bar- 
bara City  Library. 


L.  L.  PAULSON'S  HAND-BOOK  AND 


ROBERT  BRAUN, 

Central  City,  Santa  Barbara  Co.,  -  -  Ca) 


Wagon  Making  and  Repairing,  and  Wood  Wor; 
of  all  descriptions. 


4  ^^^^t^Jjr^:- — 

Repairing  of  a.11  Iclncis  of  Aerriou.ltu.ral 
Implements. 

General  Job  Work  done  with  »eatnc*»,  durability  and  dispatch. 


HORSESHOEING  A  SPECIALTY. 

I  work  done  in  the  best  manner,  and  guaranteed  to  give  »ati*f«<«* 


L.  L.  PAULSON'S  HAND-BOOK  AND 


W.  P.  VAN  NADER. 


ISAAC  VAN  NADli 


TAN  NADER  BROS. 


avcvit,  Feed  and  |bU  |§tablf 

HOTEL  AND  SALOON, 

MAIN  STREET,  -  ■  -  -  CENTRAL  CIT) 

Santa  Barbara  Oo.,  Cal. 


Private  Conveyances  and  Saddle  Horses  <* 
Hire  at  All  Times. 


SORSES  BOARDED  AT  LOWEST  RATES. 

COMMODIOUS  CORRALS,  LARGE  SHE** 


Ph©  Hotel  and  Saloon  offer  the  Beet  of  Entertainment.   Quest*  Aootf^ 
dated  by  the  Day,  Week  or  Month. 


or^a-ttbs  XjO"w,  fajru  poor). 


Early  1900's  photograph  reputed  to  be  Joe's  Cafe  but  research  has 
found  this  not  to  be  true.  It  is  a  picture  of  a  saloon  somewhere  but  it  is 
not  Joe's  Cafe. 


SANTA  BARBARA 
COUNTY. 


Bounded  on  the  north  by  San  Luis  Obispo  County  and  the 
Pacific  Ocean ;  on  the  east  by  San  Luis  Obispo  and  Ventura 
Counties;  on  the  ^outh  by  Ventura  County  and  the  Pacific  Ocean; 
on  the  west  by  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  county  also  includes  the 
islands  of  San  Miguel  and  Santa  Rosa,  lying  twenty-five  miles 
southwest.  Estimated  population  of  the  county  at  present  time, 
11,000.  Total  value  of  property  $7,066,921  Assessed  area 
917,b76  acres.  The  soil  is  very  fertile  and  all  kinds  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  are  produced  without  irrigation  and  with  little  labor. 
Land  can  be  purchased  at  a  very  reasonable  figure. 

The  Santa  Ynez  Mountains,  from  3,000  to  4,000  feet  high, 
traverses  the  county  from  east  to  west,  distant  only  4  miles  from  the 
coast  and  the  county  seat,  Santa  Barbara.  There  is  a  valuable 
quicksilver  mine  in  the  upper  YnezValley.  Also  there  are  known 
to  be  large  quantities  of  petroleum  in  different  localities  in  the 
county.  The  bee  business  is  assuming  larger  proportions  every 
year,  and  large  shipments  of  honey  are  made.  Wild  honey  is 
abundant  in  the  mountains. 

Hot  Sulphur  Springs  abound  in  the  county,  which  are  liber- 
ally patronized  by  tourists,  every  convenience  and  accommodation 
being  available,  hotels  and  bath  houses. 

The  county  has  41  school  districts  with  an  average  attendance 
of  between  2,000  and  3,000  pupils. 

Santa  Barbara  (familiarly  called  the  Zenith  City),  the  county 
seat,  contains  a  population  of  5,000,  and  lays  in  latitude  34  de- 
grees 26  minutes  north;  longitude  110  degrees  43  minutes  west, 
and  bas  the  reputation  of  having  the  most  equable  climate  on 
the  Pacific  Coast.  The  temperature  ranges  from  31  degrees  low- 
est to  86  degrees  highest.  The  summer  temperature  is  cool,  in 
consequence  of  the  winds  from  the  ocean,  which  come  in  greatly 
from  the  east  in  the  morning  and  go  around  with  the  sun  and 
blow  from  the  west  in  the  evening.  There  is  no  malaria.  Wood 
and  water  are  abundant,  the  former  only  $6.00  per  cord.  Excel- 
lent fishingand  bathing  are  indulged  in  daily,  from  the  wharf  near 
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the  town.  Santa  Barbara  is  an  incorporated  city  with  a  board  of 
councilmen  and  mayor.  It  also  contains  some  fine  public  build- 
ings, county  Court  House,  with  large  and  beautiful  shade  trees 
and  green  plots  surrounding  it;  City  Hall,  large  and  comfortable  ; 
one  of  the  largest  and  nicest  theaters  in  Southern  California,  and 
public  parks  and  splendid  drives  in  the  country  and  on  the  beach. 
Churches :  Methodist,  Episcopal,  Congregational,  Presbyterian, 
Baptist  and  two  Catholic.  Four  graded  schools,  two  daily  even- 
ing newspapers,  Independent  and  Press,  containing  telegraphic 
ami  local  news;  a  free  public  library  fully  supplied  with  select 
reading  matter;  a  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  with 
rooms  containing  papers  and  books,  and  a  lunch  room  attached; 
secret  societies  of  all  denominations. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Company's  steamers  touch  every 
five. day-  gSSg  north  and  south,  also  Allman's  stages  leave  and 
arrive  "daily  for  Ventura  and  Xewhall,  and  th  >.  Pacitie  0  >a>t  Sta^e 
Company's  stages  leave  an  1  arrive  daily  tor  San  Lu'h  Obispo  via 
5 >' clad,  Paso^ Koblr-.  Hot  Springs,  and  conm-ct  with  trains  for  San 
Francisco.  Each  line  carries  the  United  States  mail,  and  WhIIm 
Karyo  A:  Co.'s  expr*,-s>. 

Ha  a  health  resort,  Santa  Barbara  equals  any  other  on  the 
coast,  having  three  as  tine  hotels  as  can  be  found  outside  of  San 
Francisco,  viz.,  the  Arlington  Hotel.  Hotel  Eliwood  and  the  Mor- 
ris House.  The  advertisements  of  all  can  C  found  in  this  book. 
The  two  former  are  owned  by  Col.  W  \V  Hollister,  and  the  latter 
by  J.  F.  Morris.  All  contain  ample  accommodations  with  modern 
conveniences,  and  are  always  well  patronized  by  people  from  far 
and  ii.  ar 

Below  will  be  found  the  list  of  the  present  officiating  county 
and  municipal  officers: — 

COUNTY  OFFICERS. 

Judge  Superior  Court  D  P.  Hatch 

County  Clerk  A  B  Williams 

Recorder  H  Stoddard 

Sheriff  R.  J.  Boughton 

Assessor  Frank  Smith 

Auditor  *  J.  T.  Johnson 

Tax  Collector  Thomas  H.  Hicks 

Treasurer  U.  Yndart 


1884  85  Coast  County  Directory  gives  a  description  of  early  days 
in  Santa  Barbara.  Courtesy  Santa  Barbara  City  Library. 


Photographs  above  depicting  stagecoach  life  of  early  Santa  Bar- 
bara. Upper  left  is  stage  going  over  San  Marcos  Pass.  Upperrightis 
Santa  Barbara  Los  Olivos  stage  making  a  stop  at  Mattel 's  Tavern. 
Middle  bottom  is  team  of  horses  carrying  molasses.  Photos  by  Greg 
Griffin  1982.  Courtesy  Santa  Ynez  Historical  Society. 


CHAPTER  2: 

K.  KONDA  RESTAURANT 


1905 


By  the  1900's,  the  Industrial  Revolution  had  brought 
the  automobile.  The  livery  stables  gave  way  to  the 
mechanic's  shed,  or  something  else  that  would  fit  the 
ever-changing  needs  of  society  through  this  highly 
technical  period.  To  reflect  this  mood,  livery  stable 
signs  were  replaced  with  bright  new  garage  signs: 
"The  development  of  transportation  efficiency  led  to 
the  decline  and  disappearance  of  the  livery  stable  in 
Old  Town.  This  resulted  in  dramatic  economic  and 
social  changes  within  the  community."5 

Everyone  still  enjoyed  eating  out,  and  through  this 
period  Lower  State  Street  remained  the  hub  of  the 
business  community  and  the  social  outlet  for  almost  all 
of  Santa  Barbara: 

"From  1900-1910  State  Street  reflected  diverse  business: 
Nickelodeon  Theatres  (the  first  movies),  butcher  shops, 
and  retail  stores.  Lower  State  from  Ortega  to  Gutierrez 
provided  food  and  entertainment,  housing,  and  jobs  for 
many  Santa  Barbarans  as  well  as  attracting  a  portion  of 
the  tourist  trade."« 


DRY  GOODS 

MILL1NICRY, 


SANTA  DABDAKA 

Bon  Ton  Millinery.  Mr..  C.  L.  HiKgin».  7*>  Stat.  at.  re.  cor  CaA 

on  Perdido  and  De  i»  Vina  *«»• 
BOOTH.  HENLEY  C  .  UwjMT,  City  Attorney,  office  Heath  Block. 

re.  115  \V  Carrillo  st. 
B.«th.  Mrs.  PrtWilfc*.  re.  21  \V  C<»ta  at. 

Booth.  K.  L..  hardware.  515  State  at.  re.  Ill  W  Carrillo  at. 
Booth.  Mr..  K.  L..  re.  115  W  CariUo  .t. 
H.ulei..  lone.  boardniK  house.  Plaia  I»e  la  Guerra. 
Borderi.  Mrs.  Juana.  Hlara  I>e  la  Uuerra. 

■MM  a  Co..  Krocery  store  and  Italian  bakery.  15  W  OMR  r»er- 
dido  »«. 

Bo»m>.  Mr..  Margarita,  re.  31  W  Caflon  Predido  »t. 
BOMS,  Mrt.  S..  bakery.  AS  \V  Carton  Perdido  at. 
Boston  ke.laurant.  512  State  »t. 

B-tello.  Mi..  Aurora.  re.  Lacuna  .t  near  Fitfueroa  *t. 
lL.trllo.  M..s  IWa.  res  UtftHM  st  near  FiKuero  at 
Botello.  Madovio.  janitor,  re,  LfttfWM  .t  near  Fitfuero  st. 
Butello.  Mr.  hVf»k'i...  res  Lacuna  »t  near  FiRiiero  »t. 
Botiton.  Mis.  Alia*.  l>e  la  tiuerra  Mansion. 
B.Kiton.  Mis.  »  Hive.  re.  1«  Milua.  *t. 
B...H..H.  Mr..  W   S  .  re.  Oak  Park 

BOLTON.  S    W..  Attorney  at  Lavr.  Searcher  of  Record-,  office 

K resin,  bid.  re.  Ml  \V  l>e  la  Guerra  »t. 
B..ut..n.  \V.  S..  rabbit  ry.  <  >ak  Park. 
Howen.  Mr».  Agnes,  re.  21J  W  Carton  Perdido  at. 
H..WOI1.  Mr..  Jennie,  re.  215  Anacapa  .t. 

H..wiev.  Mi..  Nellie,  re.  Canal  .t.  bet  l»lajr  and  Valano  sts. 
Boyce!  ArtanM  A., attorney  at  law.  re.  1717  Anacapa  .t. 
Boyte.  Mr.  Harriet  \V..  res  1717  Anacapa  »t. 
Boyce.  John  J.,  attorney  at  law.  res  1717  Anacapa  st 
B.-vte.  Sarah  fc...  rvs  1717  Anacapa  st. 
Hoyden.  Mi..  Li/.xie.  res  Mil|ias  .t. 

li.,v  r.  Mi..  Anita,  re.  44il  Bath  .t. 

JU.yer.  Frank  \\\.  re.  *>1  Bath  .t. 

Boyer.  Q>  BT.«  re.  4<il  Bath  st. 

Baft.  Mi..  Mvr...  re.  +.1  Bath  st. 

|t..\er.  Mr..  K.  J.,  res  4ol  Bath  st. 

Boyle.  Mrs.  Catherine.  r.K»nis  to  rent.  412  K  Sola  »t. 

IU.nU    Kavi.l.  IkII  b..y.  res  412  E  Sola  »t. 

BOYLE.  OEO  W.,  Printer.  Hopkins  block,  res  412  Sola  »t. 
Ij  Boyle.  Mi«.  Margaret  Jane.,  res  412  E  Sola  »t. 

Urals..  Mr.  Fianci.o..  re,  127  KCMU«  IVrdido  .1. 

Ural**  J   K..  servant  at  Santa  Barbara  Club  15  E  Figuer-.a  ,1 


1901  City  Directory  lists  the  Boston  Restaurant  at  512  State  Street. 
This  indicates  that  a  restaurant  was  on  this  spot  over  80  years  ago. 
Courtesy  of  Santa  Barbara  City  Library. 
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Among  the  diverse  businesses,  saloons  were  enjoyed 
only  by  the  men  of  Santa  Barbara.  No  self-respect- 
ing woman  in  those  days  would  be  seen  in  a  saloon. 
Drinking  at  a  bar  was  essentially  a  male  prerogative. 
The  favorite  watering  holes  for  the  men  were  all 
on  State  Street:  The  Magnolia  at  505,  the  Loust- 
alot  Saloon  at  510,  and  the  Hotel  Mascarel  Saloon 
at  533  State  Street.  City  ordinance  220  prevented 
these  businesses  from  getting  out  of  hand.  It  stip- 
ulated that  no  liquor  could  be  served  after  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  Sometimes  this  made  for 
some  pretty  fast  and  hard  drinking  on  Saturday 
nights  since  another  ordinance  banned  the  serving 
of  liquor  on  the  Sabbath. 

According  to  Joel  Conway,  noted  Santa  Barbara  picto- 
rial historian,  "By  1905,  the  structure  that  had  been 
standing  where  Joe's  is  today  was  demolished  and  a 
new  structure  was  erected,  named  the  K.  Konda  Res- 
taurant. What  used  to  be  a  saddleroom  and  horse  pens 
was  turned  into  an  office."7 


Restaurants. 


Santa  Bart^r^j^y^^^j^^^ 


Bianco's  814  State 
Dunlap  Cafe,  26  west  Ortega 

French  Cafe,  630  State  isarri  &  uentim,  Quarentina  St., 
Grondona  LunchParlors,  435  west       opp.  freight  depot. 

Anapa  rau  Spanish  Restaurant,  18  east  Ortega 

New  York  Kitchen,  536  State  Spanish  Restaurant,  300  State 

Ohio  Home  Cooking,  623  State  The  Claremont,  519  State 

Olympia,  538  State  Womant'  Exchange,  921  State 


By  1905,  the  number  of  restaurants  in  the  500  block 
had  increased  substantially.  The  best  known  were  J. 
Angels  &  Co.  at  500  State  Street,  the  Clairmont  at 


1903  City  Directory  lists  512  State  Street  as  the  Santa  Barbara 
Restaurant.  Courtesy  of  Santa  Barbara  City  Library. 
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519,  the  City  Restaurant  at  536,  the  Olympia  at  598 
State  Street,  and  of  course,  the  K.  Konda  Res- 
taurant at  512  State  Street,  where  Joe's  Cafe  is  lo- 
cated today. 

From  1905-1908  it  appears  as  though  the  K.  Konda 
Restaurant  went  through  no  real  changes.  On  the 
right  side  of  the  K.  Konda  Restaurant  was  the 
Loustalot  Saloon  at  510  State,  and  on  the  other  side, 
at  514,  were  the  remnants  of  the  blacksmith's  shop 
of  old  "Lord  Harry."  Lord  Harry's— a  combination 
livery  stable  and  blacksmith's  shop  complete  with 
flies,  fires,  and  the  smells  probably  didn't  enhance 
the  flavor  of  the  K.  Konda  Restaurant's  food.  If 
anything,  the  saloons  like  the  Loustalot's  at  510 
State  Street  prospered  with  people  just  wanting  to 
forget  the  smell! 

The  only  other  form  of  entertainment  for  the  fam- 
ily appears  to  have  been  the  nickelodeon.  Nickelo- 
deon theatres,  the  forerunners  of  the  movie  houses 
sprang  up  like  wildfire.  There  was  probably  a 
nickelodeon  located  in  some  corner  of  the  K.  Kon- 
da Restaurant.  Apparently  little  else  exists  to  des- 
cribe what  the  K.  Konda  Restaurant  was  like  or 
about. 


Both  Phones  n*  H  .  G.  C  H  AS  E  7*8  State  Street 
uu.h~s.fc**   REAL  ESTATE 


V  It  \ltll.\lt A  «  ITV  l>IKK«TOKV 


Knoit  Knxlcrieli  T  K  K.  wnkiw.  r»«*  mi  V«4tmtari«»  M  w;?, 

;«n.l  I  If  la  liu<  mi. 
KimwU  M  Kaaa-ata,  h  »*».*»  I*v  la  Vina. 
KtHrtritmi  Slwnaati  M.  «v»  M»*»twti  *lmk  av.  *  Htk  Kirk. 
Ktft  SatMiifl  It  I*.  |»Wy»       Atia<*a|»a,  U  *«ia«\  M  llnta*  TIfct 
K»mx  Tl»«*ma*  I",  iv*  *M2  Aaateapu 
XOAJf.  Mt  ala©  Coana  and  Cohn 

K-.;tn  \.  U.m  I)  infill  wai.-hiHiin  Th»-  AHiiitfl'-ti.  It  III  <  awttlKi 
K«H-h  <»«-wrtav  W.  irfcr  .|.«(T.  rxMi  Km«lfrtfart>*ri.  r»<»  I4***  IK*  In 

Viaa,  M  Ibm*  511. 
Kuril  ll«  nn  .  mariner,  h  2l9<*m>*  a»- 

k'x-aitf  AIV  r*.  |»r»»(ir  ItotTman  H«*hm\  far  rm»       < "hay lay 

i  t  U.-.I  I'.TH. 
K  hih-j  l»inn.l.  HiH>k*al  Fro ufinran  Miwu«>u 
K- -niif  lluhla  r  r-a  W  Cltapala. 
K«*rtttg  M.t:i.  •Ir>-s>nikr.    m  I'anftata. 
K."ii<  Wh.  V.      F  HK-My.  h  514  K  «>rt..|ra. 

rlNtvaa 


at 

FAOLDIIG'S 
Bwkstort 

731  STATE  ST. 
TnaffiHU 
tki  ttttit 


KRAMER  IRA  S.  vice  pre.  Santa  Barbara  Abstract  and  Ml 
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/905  dry  Directory  lists  K.  Konda  Restaurant  at  512  Slate  Street. 
Courtesy  of  Santa  Barbara  City  Library.  Remake  by  Mel  Chavez. 
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CHAPTER  3: 

DE  HARTS  SECOND  HAND  STORE  —  1908 


Around  1908  another  unassuming  business  took 
over  where  Joe's  Cafe  sits  today:  De  Hart's  Second 
Hand  Store.  According  to  Mr.  L  A.  Bonilla,  Charles 
De  Hart  was  a  Blackman  and  a  very  shrewd  busi- 
nessman.8 An  old  Santa  Barbara  Directory  shows 
that  De  Hart  owned  quite  a  few  businesses  in  con- 
junction with  De  Hart's  Second  Hand  Store  from 
1909-1920. 


While  little  else  could  be  found  about  this  estab- 
lishment, a  newspaper  article  dated  1903  makes 
one  surmise  that  at  least  two  people  knew  of  De 
Hart's  Second  Hand  Store. 


Uv  «  \*tfK*  1'  '  i'-y  *  PI 
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50  Years  Ago 

Aug.  18.  1928  -rapt  Gi 


Newspaper  article  dated  1903  shows  that  two  people  knew  of 
DeHart's  Second  hand  Store.  Courtesy  S.B.  Newspress. 


PINAL-DOIN 

19151916  City  Directory  indicates  that  DeHart  had  a  junk  store 
on  Haley  Street  and  a  second  hand  store  at  512  State  Street. 
Courtesy  of  Santa  Barbara  City  Library. 
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In  1923  if  you  were  a  good 
driver  you  met  the  Pickwick  Stage  with 
Mr.  Van  Horn  driving  on  top  of  Ortega 
Hill  and  raced  here  ot  the  corner  of 
Salinas  and  Cacique.  It  could  be 
considered  the  early  drag  strip.9 


CHAPTER  4: 

DOMENICO  PIGNOCCO  SOFT  DRINKS 
AND  POOL  HALL  —  1924 

Finally  Lord  Harry's  Place  (514)  gave  way  to  accomo- 
date a  modern  form  of  transportation:  the  Pickwick 
Stage  and  Bus  Depot.  Pickwick  Bus  lines,  founded  in 
San  Diego  around  1912  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Pattison  and  A. 
L.  Hayes  with  just  one  car,  took  its  name  from  a  San 
Diego  theatre.  During  the  Pickwick  Bus  days,  several 
different  types  of  buses  usually  having  single  or  double 
tiers  stopped  in  Santa  Barbara.  Although  Pickwick 
provided  passenger  travel,  it  was  Lloyds'  Bus  Lines 
that  provided  service  to  the  Santa  Barbara  Community 
at  large..  It  was  located  in  the  same  building  as  Pick- 
wick Stage  Lines  as  was  the  Brown  &  White  Taxi 
Service. 


1916  Lloyds  Time  Table.  Courtesy  Santa  Barbara  City  Library. 
Remake  Mel  Chavez. 
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By  1915,  510-636  State  Street  had  new  owners  and  new 
names.  The  biggest  factor  that  required  the  changes 
was  Prohibition.  Because  of  Prohibition,  the  saga  of 
the  saloon  almost  became  a  Western  Memory: 
"To  a  large  degree,  the  country  was  'dry'  by  1917, 
although  Prohibition  did  not  become  official  until 
January  16,  1919.  The  night  before,  it  seemed  that 
every  saloon  and  liquor  store  was  packed  with 
people,  drinking  up  the  remaining  stock.  The  atmo- 
sphere was  a  paradoxical  mixture  of  sadness  and 
festivity,  and  in  the  days  following  there  were  feel- 
ings of  nostalgia  for  what  had  been  a  joyful  way  of 
life.""" 


By  1920,  J.  J.  McGaffrey  turned  his  saloon  at  636 
State  Street  into  a  sporting  goods  store.  The  Ziegler 
and  Menken  Saloon  at  427  State  became  the  Super 
Vulcanizing  plant  of  Santa  Barbara  (in  order  to 
keep  up  with  flat  tires).  Miratti's  Saloon,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Angelo  Ferrario,  "was  more  likely 
named  the  Imerial  Bar,  owned  by  Alverti  &  Vizzo- 
lini,"11  at  534  State  Street,  became  a  restaurant 
owned  by  Dick  Shreder.  512  State  Street  remained 
a  second-hand  store  owned  by  J.  P.  Fuzere. 
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1916-17  City  Directory  shows  Pickwick  and  Lloyds  Bus  Lines.  Cour- 
tesy of  Santa  Barbara  City  Library.  Remake  Mel  Chavez. 


By  1924,  512  State  Street  became  Domenico  Pignoc- 
co's  Soft  Drink  Stand  and  Pool  Hall.  According  to 
Angelo  Ferrario,  "the  pool  hall  was  owned  by  Ves- 
co  &  Long."12  And  right  next  door,  almost  in  the 
Pickwick  Bus  Station,  was  the  concession  stand  of 
J.  H.  Kern's  Cigars. 

The  500  block  was  still  an  important  section  of 
Santa  Barbara,  but  missing  was  the  exciting  street 
life  so  characteristic  of  the  times  when  saloons  dom- 
inated lower  State  Street.  The  "watering  holes" 
really  became  watered  down  as  soda  fountains  be- 
came the  prominent  gathering  places  for  Santa 
Barbarans.  The  old  time  saloon  was  an  overwhelm- 
ingly masculine  pasttime.  Soda  fountains  encour- 
aged a  far  more  family-oriented  social  life  because 
now  women  and  children  were  welcome  on  the 
premises.  Everyone  could  meet  and  socialize  as  Pro- 
hibition became  the  fashion  that  drinking  once  was. 

There  is  very  little  information  regarding  Pignocco's 
Soft  Drink  Stand,  but  it  could  be  imagined  that  this 
establishment  provided  recreation  for  a  large  number 
of  residents  as  well  as  the  ever  increasing  number  of 
tourists  coming  through  Santa  Barbara  on  the  Pickwick 
Stages.  According  to  I.  A.  Bonilla,  44  'Peanuts" 
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1924  City  Directory  shows  Domenico  Pignocco  at  512  State  Street. 
Courtesy  of  Santa  Barbara  City  Library.  Remake  Mel  Chavez. 


Schaffer  was  the  most  popular  waitress  there."13 
Nancy  Peery  states  that  "people  would  come  down 
there  to  play  their  guitars."14  This  place  was  probably 
the  forerunner  to  the  1950's  Bohemian  coffee  houses. 


Early  photo  of  Santa  Barbara  (circa  1920's)  near  the  old  mission 
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A  young  man  named  Joe  Ferrario  was 
working  for  Charles  Miratti  at  the 
lunch  counter/soda  fountain  in  the 
Pickwick  Bus  Depot  at  514  State  Street.15 


CHAPTER  5: 

JOE'S  CAFE  —  1928 


From  1924-1928  changes  around  the  500  block  con- 
tinued to  occur.  Prohibition  and  the  automobile 
were  still  the  nemeses  of  business.  In  1924,  J.  H. 
Kerns  at  514^2  State  Street  changed  to  Mission 
Motors,  and  510  State  Street  became  W.  R.  Jewell 
Cigar  and  Billiards.  Somewhere  between  1924  and 
1928,  Pignocco's  Soft  Drink  Stand  became  Channel 
C  Bar  and  Grill,  and  it  was  as  Channel  B*r  that  Joe 
J  Ferrario  in  1928  purchased  what  is  now  Joe's  Cafe 
1   at  512  State  Street. 

Lower  State  Street  became  an  area  where  restaur- 
ants flourished  with  or  without  liquor.  Restauran- 
teurs  developed  their  reputation  for  good  food  and 
great  customer  service  because  patrons  were  becom- 
ing discriminating.  It  is  not  surprising  that  good 
food  is  a  trademark  of  Joe's  Cafe. 


Joe  Ferrario  serving  the  troops  during  WWII.  Photo  courtesy  Harry 
Davis.  Remake  Sharon  Hoshida. 
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Sometimes  it  is  not  technology  or  laws  that  bring  rapid 
changes.  On  August  I,  1925,  Joe  Ferrario  and  his 
family  arrived  in  Santa  Barbara.  But  a  month  before 
they  arrived,  mother  nature  made  a  change  of  her  own 
without  warning. 

!!!June  29,  1925:  E-A-R-T-H-Q-U-A-K-E ! ! ! 
An  earthquake  measuring  6.3  on  the  Richter  scale 
brought  damage  to  most  of  the  structures  in  Santa 
Barbara.  The  4 'Official  Report  of  Engineers  on  City 
Buildings,  1925"  shows  the  extent  of  the  damage  that 
occurred  from  510  to  516  State  Street: 

510  State  Street:  Minor  repairs.  O.K.  for 
occupancy. 

514  State  Street:  Pickwick,  part  of  building  should 
be  removed.  Office  in  rear  O.K. 

512*  State  street:  Rear  wall  should  be  replaced 
and  not  occupied  until  then. 

516  State  Street:  Stage  storage.  Remove  certain 
piers. 

As  the  official  report  reads,  Pignocco's  could  not  be 
occupied  until  the  rear  wall  was  replaced.  Still 
there  was  money  to  be  made  with  perseverance  and 
Prohibition.  Pignocco  became  very  sick  in  1928  and 
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sold  his  stand  to  Joe  Ferrario.  One  year  later  others 
were  even  sicker.  The  Great  Depression  of  1929 
arrived.  Although  there  were  other  depressions  in 
America  before  1929  varying  in  degrees  of  severity 
(1879,  1837  .  .  .  1913),  the  depression  of  1929  was 
especially  significant  in  America's  future  economic 
and  political  development. 
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Above  photo  shows  Pignocco's  after  the  earthquake.  Courtesy  of 
Santa  Barbara  City  Library.  Remake  John  Brinley-Higgins. 
Bottom  photo  reads  the  morning  after  in  the  Morning  Press:  5  S.B. 
Dead  S.F.  and  L.A.  Safe.  Courtesy  Santa  Barbara  City  Library. 
Photo  John  Brinley-Higgins. 
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Preceding  page  shows  the  damage  done  to  the  Arlington  Hotel.  43W/2  State  Street.  The  top  portion  of  the  building  is  the  Grand Hotel 

Notice  the  car  with  the  acetylene  cutter  for  hire.  Bottom  photo  shows  courtesy  Bob  Armstrong. 

damage  done  to  the  1st  National  Bank.  Photographs  courtesy  Bob  gg 
Armstrong. 


Santa  Barbara  accepted  reluctantly  the  presence  of  tfus 
Depression.  Times  here  were  relatively  mud  for  Santa 
Barbara.  During  this  devastating  time  for  most  of  the 
country,  Joe  Ferrario,  with  the  help  of  family  and 
friends,  made  Joe's  what  it  is  today.  According  to 
Nancy  Peery,  "During  prohibition  near  beer  and 
exceptional  food  were  served.  The  food  was  so  good 
that  naturally  the  restaurant  evolved  and  Joe's  became 
a  meeting  place  for  Santa  Barbara.16 

Prohibition  made  Santa  Barbara  a  favorite  smuggling 
spot  for  coast  riding  rum-runners.  Santa  Barbara  was 
one  of  a  great  many  isolated  spots  from  San  Francsco 
down  the  Southern  coast.  "The  first  rumored  speakeasy 
appeared  in  the  1930's  with  Joe  Ferrario's  restaurant.  .7 
BuU  Angelo  Ferrario,  the  son  of  Joe  Ferrano,  vehe- 
mently refutes  this  statement.  He  wants  everyone  to  be 
aware  that  Joe's  Cafe  was  a  family  restaurant  and l , ts 
doors  were  never  closed  to  the  public.  "No  one  had  to 
Ser  to  gain  admittance  to  Joe's.  People  were 
Tlways  getting  the  restaurant  confused  with  some  other 
pS  with  a  similar  name  that  did  sell  the  illegal 


brew .".8  Anyway,  that's  an  interesting  rumor  Joe 
Ferrario  was  proudest  of  the  fact  that  patrons  could  call 
(usually  on  Sundays)  and  say,  "My  kids  are  coming 
in.  Give  them  food  and  put  them  in  a  cab.  » 

1933  was  a  very  good  year.  The  repeal  of  the  1 8th 
Amendment  meant  an  end  to  prohibition!  After  Prohi- 
bition, the  bar  at  Joe's  Cafe  became  very  active  and 
Joe  Ferrario  became  a  distributor  of  Acme  Beer  which 
was  brought  from  San  Francisco  by  boat  and  unloaded 
at  Steams  Wharf  under  very  tight  security.  One  year 
later,  1934,  Joe's  Cafe  became  known  as  a  drinking 
man's  institution. 

Although  Joe's  Cafe  was  doing  well  in  1934  the 
structures  on  both  sides  took  other  owners.  510  State 
Street  became  the  Cabrillo  Cafe.  514  State  Stree 
became  a  multipurpose  Greyhound  office/auto  repair/ 
taxi  service. 

From  1935  on,  according  to  Angelo  Ferrario,  Joe's  was 
becoming  the  meeting  place  for  politicians  even  though 


Opposite  page  shows  the  disaster  after  the  1925  earthquake.  Upper 
left  photograph  shows  one  proprietor  is  still  open  forbusmess. 
Troops  guard  the  church  in  the  upper  right  photo.  The  middle 
picture  shows  the  clock  that  had  been  broken  the  nxght  before  the 
earthquake  yet  no  one  knew  this  but  the  watchman  who  blamed  it  on 
40  <he  earthquake  anyway.  Photos  courtesy  Bob  Armstrong. 
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his  father  kept  a  neutral  ear  to  espousements  and 
endorsements  It  was  a  central  place  to  meet.  In  this 
ame  ye"  oe  Ferrario  officially  changed  the  name  o 
he  reLurant  to  Joe's  Cafe  and  purchased  a  sign  for 
the  JSLmt.  While  it  is  different  from  the  one  today, 
it  still  let  everyone  know  where  Joe  s  was. 

By  1938  politics  was  a  very  big  topic  of  conversation. 
On  he  periphery  a  new  change  was  about  to  occur  that 
effect  business  in  Old  Town  and  change 
the  politics  of  all  America. 

mmu! ! WORLD  WAR  II!!!!!'!! 

As  the  United  states  entered  into  this  gigantic  confla- 
gration, the  politics  and  espousements  of  patriotic 
dtizens  echoed  through  this  little  restaurant.  When 
Angelo  Ferrario  went  into  the  Service,  the  remammg 
Ferrarios  kept  the  restaurant  alive. 

In  1942  there  were  only  two  established  drinking  and 
d n  ng es  ablishments:  Joe's  Cafe,  and  the  Dutch  Dairy 
Lunch  Counter  at  514  State  Street  owned  by  Edward 
Trimborn. 


Two  years  after  the  United  States'  Declaration  of  War, 
sub  assembly  defense  plants  opened  up  in  the  city. 

new  economic  boon  to  the  city.  Restaurants  flourished^ 
The  plants  brought  servicemen  and  workers.  Everyone 
had  money,  and  they  all  had  to  eat: 

•  Most  of  the  establishments  in  Old  Town  apparently 
experienced  general  prosperity  in  the  wartime  espe- 
cially restaurants.  Old  Town  was  noted  for  .ts  res- 
taurants in  the  War.  When  the  servicemen  descended 
upon  Santa  Barbara  on  the  weekends  the  s.dewalks 
were  crowded  with  hungry  individuals.  Joes  was 
already  renowned  for  its  excellent  food,  and  service- 
men spread  its  advantages  among  themselves 

It  appears  that  the  Dutch  Dairy  Lunch  Counter  at  514 
State  Street  did  good  business  at  this  time  as  well 
People  liked  the  interior,  which  reminded  them  ot 
Holland. 

Man  cannot  fight  forever.  1945  and  the  Allied  Victory. 

But  victory  across  the  waters  did  not  mean  stability  at 

home,  especially  for  restaurants: 

•  Restaurants  and  bars  were  the  most  numerous,  yet 
the  least  stable.  The  postwar  evolution  of  lunch 
counters  at  403  State  was  particularly  chaotic.  Here 
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Joe  and  Angelo  in  front  of  Joe's  Cafe  during  a  Fiesta  in  the  early 
30"s.  Because  a  state  law  prohibited  the  use  of  the  word  "Bar" 
where  food  was  served,  the  restaurant  became  Joe's  Cafe  and  not 
Joe's  Bar.  Photo  courtesy  Santa  Barbara  Newspress. 


A  C.  Needham  and  Herbert  Berman  opened  a  cafe  in 
1945.  In  the  subsequent  decade,  403  changed  hands 
three  times." 21 

This  is  probably  when  the  Dutch  Dairy  started  to 
decline  and  fade  out  of  existence.  The  Dutch  Dauy 
Lunch  Counter  was  later  incorporated  as  part  of  Joe  s 
Cafe. 

Joe  Ferrario  retired  from  the  restaurant  business  in 
1948  but  not  before  he  had  set  a  tradition  of  good  food 
and  drinks.  It  was  a  good  life,  those  twenty  years,  for 
Joe,  his  wife  Adelina,  and  two  children,  Angelo  and 
Sylvia  They  had  all  worked  hard  to  make  Joe's  Cafe  a 
family  restaurant.  When  Joe  sold  the  restaurant,  he 
opened  a  liquor  store  in  the  San  Roque  area.  Joe 
Ferrario  sold  the  restaurant  to  another  Joe— Joe 
Govean,  so  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  establishment 
did  not  change  names. 

Joe  Ferrario  and  his  family  are  quiet  people,  but  they 
left  quite  a  mark  on  Santa  Barbara  history.  Thank  you, 
Joe. 

1942  City  Directory  lists  Joe  Ferrario,  Johnson  Estate,  and  Edward 
Trimborn.  Courtesy  of  Santa  Barbara  City  Library.  Remake  Mel 

Chavez. 
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REMINISCING  OVER  photographs  of  former  years  are  Joe  and 
Adelina  Ferrario,  former  owners  of  Joe's  Cafe,  who  are  celebrating 
their  62nd  wedding  anniversary  this  year. 

—  News-Press  photo 

Joe  Ferrario  and  wife  Adelina  at  62nd  wedding  anniversary.  Photo 
courter'  Santa  Barbara  Newspress. 


CHAPTER  6: 

JOE  GOVEAN  —  1954 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  although  Mr.  Govean 
bought  the  bar  and  restaurant,  Gildo  and  Emelia  M. 
Iorio  owned  the  property.  The  date  of  the  Iorio's  pur- 
chase of  the  property  and  who  owned  it  before  them  is 
unclear.  Angelo  Ferrario  believes  that  the  Bosio  family 
owned  the  property  before  the  Iorio  family.  It  didn't 
seem  to  matter  much  to  the  patrons  because  Joe's  still 
attracted  a  great  clientele,  especially  the  politically- 
oriented.  Unlike  other  restaurants,  the  postwar  econ- 
omic doldrums  apparently  did  not  hurt  Joe's  Cafe. 

When  Joe  Govean  purchased  Joe's  Cafe,  he  and  Mrs. 
Govean  added  some  fine  touches  to  the  restaurant. 
Mrs.  Marie  Govean  always  kept  fresh  flowers  behind 
the  bar.  She  says,  "They  were  really  the  thing.  Every- 
one liked  the  flowers  on  the  tables.  And  when  we 
didn't  have  any,  we  went  out  and  pulled  weeds!  The 
flowers  added  so  much."22  The  little  room  in  back 
became  the  "Cymbidium  Room"  and  the  "Nooners," 
a  political  group,  met  there.  Mrs.  Govean  pointed  out, 
"Joe  and  I  even  baked  cakes  for  the  regular  customers 
on  their  birthdays."23  That's  a  family  restaurant! 


Former  owners  of  Joe's  Cafe,  Joe  and  Marie  Govean  (1948-1954) 
holding  a  plate  and  bottle  of  whiskey  on  which  Marie  designed  the 
logo.  Photo  by  Linda  Tabler  81. 
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To  bring  back  the  atmosphere  of  an  old  speakeasy, 
or  the  rumor  of  such  notorious  misdeeds,  Joe  Gov- 
ean was  inspired  to  add  another  special  touch  on 
N.ew  Year's  Eve.  On  New  Year's  Eve  the  restaurant 
closed,  but  if  you  knocked  on  the  door  and  said  (in 
whispered  tones)  "I  know  Joe,'*  you  walked  into  a 
party.  Customers  brought  fish  and  game  to  be  pre- 
pared by  the  chef.  Now  that's  service! 

Joe  Govean  only  owned  the  bar  and  restaurant  for  six 
years,  but  they  were  six  highly  successful  years  for  the 
restaurant,  while  erratic  ones  for  other  ventures.  As 
Todd  Shallat  writes,  "Amid  the  theory  of  successful 
restaurants,  shoulder-to-shoulder  south  of  Ortega  were 
inconspicuous  failures.  The  Santa  Barbara  Cafe  across 
from  Joe's  and  the  Twin  Sisters  Cafe,  two  doors  south 
of  the  Savoy,  both  opened  and  closed  in  two  brief 
years.  Still,  there  was  money  to  be  made  for  those  with 
perseverance  and  capital.  When  their  neighbors  in  the 
automobile  and  tourist  industries  began  to  feel  the 
pinch  of  economic  stagnation  in  1949,  restaurants  and 
bars  continued  to  grow  and  prosper."24 


As  the  postwar  feelings  gradually  came  to  an  end,  new 
pressures  took  over.  Technology  now  stood  alone  as 
the  main  factor  for  change.  Prohibition  no  longer  had 
to  be  dealt  with;  but  with  technology  came  the  new 
phenomenon  of  mental  stress — the  second  "Great 
Depression."  By  1951,  according  to  Todd  Shallat, 
"Businessmen  had  their  choice  of  office-to-home 
decompression  chambers.'  Joe's  Cafe  (512)  had  been 
a  drinking  man's  institution  since  1934." 25  The  res- 
taurant's reputation  was  heightened  during  this  period. 

In  1954,  the  second  Joe  retired  from  the  restaurant 
business.  He  went  to  work  for  Ott's,  where  he  stayed 
for  twenty  years.  He  sold  the  restaurant  to  a  corpora- 
tion: Trevillian  Enterprises.  Fortunately,  Joe's  personal 
service  was  not  lost  in  the  brief  time  it  was  owned  by  a 
corporation.  Not  much  is  known  about  Trevillian 
except  that  it  also  owned  numerous  other  properties 
including  the  Mar  Monte  Hotel.  This  corporate  giant 
only  owned  Joe's  Cafe  for  nine  months — the  business 
but  not  the  property.  That  same  year  Trevillian  Enter- 
prises sold  the  restaurant  to  Harry  Davis. 
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Hoshida. 
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Former  owner  of  Joe's  Cafe  (1954-69)  Harry  Davis.  Photo  Sharon 
Hoshida  1981. 


CHAPTER  7: 

HARRY  DAVIS  AND  THE 
CRAVIOTTO  BROTHERS  —  1954 


Trevillian  Enterprises  barely  had  the  property  nine 
months  when  it  sold  the  establishment  to  Harry  Davis 
in  1954.  Harry  Davis  bought  the  business  but  the 
Craviotto  Brothers,  Charles,  Daniel,  and  a  cousin,  the 
late  Edward  Craviotto,  obtained  the  land  that  Joe's 
Cafe  sits  on  today. 

The  Craviottos  have  long  been  a  respected  family  in 
Santa  Barbara.  In  1981,  Charles  and  Daniel  were  still 
working  at  the  iron  works  company  that  was  established 
by  the  family  in  1916.  LA.  Bonilla  remembers  when 
their  grandfather  Fred  E.  Craviotto  owned  the  building 
that  was  the  Teahouse  Restaurant  which  now  sits  on 
the  corner  of  Canon  Perdido  and  Garden  streets.  Fred 
E.  Craviotto  owned  the  Teahouse  building  in  1903  and 
it  was  called  Craviotto  and  Beckam.  It  was  a  little 
corner  grocery  store.  The  Craviottos  purchased  the 
Joe's  property  on  February  4,  1954  from  Gildo  and 
Emelia  M.  Iorio. 
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Harry  Davis  came  to  Santa  Barbara  in  1938  and  started 
his  career  working  for  Russell  Smith  at  the  El  Paseo 
Restaurant.  After  World  War  II,  1946,  he  started  El 
Cielito  Restaurant.  Business  was  so  good  there  that 
despite  erratic  sales  in  1954,  he  and  his  silent  partners 
. . .  shhhhh . . .  Steve  Schwartz  and  Vincent  Wood, 
bought  Joe's  Cafe.  They  became  the  hottest  operators 
in  town.  Business  was  so  good  that  they  added  the 
"Pickwick  Room."  This  is  probably  the  same  spot 
where  the  Old  Dutch  Dairy  Lunch  Counter  with  its 
wooden  booths  stood,  and  where  Lord  Harry  forged 
his  wares.  The  Versola  family  owned  the  kitchen,  and 
could  they  cook! 

Interesting  still  is  that  the  rest  of  what  was  514  State 
Street  is  part  of  the  Johnson  Estate.  On  the  same  spot 
where  there  once  were  stables  of  horses,  there  was 
now  a  stable  of  cars.  According  to  Nancy  Peery,  Elmer 
Johnson  ran  a  service  station,  Union  Motor  Co.,  which 
sold  Nash,  Edsel,  and  Mercedes  cars.  It  is  where 
Aten's  Paint  Qompany  is  presently.  Another  change 
occurred  while  Harry  Davis  owned  Joe's  Cafe.  Harry 


Davis  took  down  the  old  sign  and  put  up  the  one  he 
designed  himself  which  illuminates  the  whole  block 
today.  It  contains  over  100  bulbs.  The  old  sign  was  not 
visible  enough  from  the  street.  Harry  Davis  really  had 
to  fight  with  the  City  Council  to  get  the  new  marquee 
approved.  But,  he  did!  One  thing  about  Harry  Davis- 
he  sure  works  hard . . .  and  harder. . .  and  harder.  Like 
all  partnered  restauranteurs  he  dreamed  of  owning  a 
new  restaurant  of  his  own.  He  saved  enough  money 
(which  wasn't  hard  for  him  to  do)  and  built  Hany's 
Plaza  and  and  Harry's  Towne  House.  He  sold  Joes 
Cafe  in  1969  to  Jack  and  Nancy  Peery— a  fine 
Carpinteria  family. 


50 


A  view  of  Aten's  Paint  store  next  door  to  Joe's  Cafe.  Aten's  is  part  of 
the  Johnson  Estate  and  if  you  look  in  back  you  will  see  the  old 
garages.  .Photo  by  Linda  Tabler  1981. 


m 

The  building  that  used  to  be  owned  by  Fred  Craviotto  as  it  looks  * 
today.  It  is  located  today  at  Canon  Perdido  and  Garden  Street. 
Photo  by  Carolyn  Geiger.  Right:  The  building  when  it  was  a  grocery 

store  circa  1903.  The  building  was  located  on  the  corner  of  Canon  4 
Perdido  and  Santa  Barbara  Street.  Courtesy  Julie  McDivit.  fc 
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today.  They  sold  it  to  the  Craviotto  Brothers  in  1954.  They  never  met 
the  Craviottos.  A  real  estate  agent  handled  the  deal.  The  Iono's 
bought  the  property  in  the  late  30 's  from  Joe  Bogio.  Photo  by  Greg 
Griffin  1982. 
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CHAPTER  8: 

JACK  AND  NANCY  PEERY  —  1969-1972 


Jack  and  Nancy  Peery  bought  Joe  s  Cafe  in  1969  from 
Harry  Davis.  From  1969  to  1972  the  restaurant  did  well 
for  them.  Like  Joe  Ferrario,  Jack  and  Nancy  got  a  lot 
of  help  from  the  family.  They  have  five  children — 
Brian,  Bud,  Susan,  Ann,  and  Beth— and  all  of  them 
have  worked  there  at  one  time  or  another.  At  least  three 
out  of  the  five  children  work  at  Joe's  now. 

In  1972,  a  very  personal  change  occurred.  Jack  and 
Nancy  Peery  parted  ways.  But  it  did  not  mean  the  end 
of  Joe's  Cafe  for  Nancy  Peery. 


An  early  picture  cf  Jack  and  Nancy  Peery  and  their  five  children 
(standing,  Brian,  Susan,  Bud;  seated,  Ann  and  Beth).  Courtesy 
Nancy  Peery. 
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CHAPTER  9: 

NANCY  PEERY  —  1973 

II  m 
Is  * 

"Why  change  a  good  thing?"  asks  Nancy  Peery,  the 
sole  owner  of  Joe's  Cafe*  at  512  State  Street.  As  with 
the  other  successful  restauranteurs,  perseverance  and 
patience  paid  off  for  Nancy.  Even  though  she  was  a 
woman  faced  with  a  hard  job  of  managing  a  family  and 
a  restaurant  alone,  Nancy  Peery  didn't  give  up.  She 
continued  through  many  other  ups  and  downs  to  make 
Joe's  Cafe  the  central  restaurant  in  Old  Town. 

Nancy  isn't  a  foreigner  to  most  of  the  customers  of 
Joe's  Cafe.  She  is  a  Carpinteria  native.  She  grew  up  on 
a  large  farm  that  grew  walnuts,  lemons,  and  avocados. 
Carpinteria  High  School  sits  on  part  of  the  property 
today.  Because  she  lived  on  a  farm,  Nancy  Peery 
knows  what  hard  work  is  all  about.  The  atmosphere  is 
•||'  warm  and  friendly  because  Nancy  works  hard,  has  a 

4  great  big  heart  and  grew  up  with  most  of  the  customers . 
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Nancy  Peery— The  owner  of  Joe's  Cafe  1969—.  Photo  courtes) 
Nancy  Peery. 


As  to  changing  the  place,  Nancy's  first  sentence 
explains  everything.  Oh,  she  might  do  something  with 
the  kitchen.  She  did  give  the  outside  a  facelift  but 
nothing  ostentatious  or  highly  visible.  She  promises 
that  the  name  will  never  change.  She  understands  that 
people  have  been  coming  to  Joe's  Cafe  for  over  fifty 
years.  Not  too  many  restaurants  in  town  can  make  such 
a  statement.  Because  of  this,  she  realizes  what  a 
mistake  it  would  be  to  try  to  modernize  the  restaurant. 
She  says,  4  Tart  of  the  charm  is  that  it  is  busy."  She 
wants  to  continue  to  create  those  moments  of  nostalgia. 

Politically,  Nancy  doesn't  see  the  restaurant  as  having 
any  real  involvement  anymore.  A  lot  of  politicians  still 
meet  here,  but  she  also  feels  a  lot  of  different  segments 
eat  at  Joe's,  especially  during  lunch.  Of  course  it 
should  be  mentioned  that  Nancy  Peery  was  the 
President  of  Old  Town  Santa  Barbara  Merchants 
Association  until  July  11,  1979.  The  merchants  are 
trying  hard  to  keep  Old  Town  a  safe  and  respectable 
place  for  people  to  shop  and  eat. 
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(Top)  1815  Handbook  and  County  Directory  lists  Nancy  Peery's 
great  grandfather  A.  Bailard.  Her  family  has  been  in  this  area  a 
long  time.  Courtesy  of  Santa  Barbara  City  Library. 
(Bottom)  1923  Telephone  book  lists  Nancy  Peery's  Family  (for- 
merly Nancy  Franklin).  Courtesy  Nancy  Peery. 
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However,  she  is  very  active  in  social  events.  Nancy 
sponsored  a  men's  City  League  Basketball  team  and  a 
women's  City  League  baseball  team  in  the  44A" 
League  that,  according  to  Wendy  Gingrich,  "are  the 
best!"  Tina  Ballas,  the  captain,  also  backs  up  Wendy's 
statement.  She  says  that,  4 'Joe's  Girl's  Softball  Team  is 
the  favorite  team  in  town."26  The  women  have  brought 
home  four  tournament  trophies. 

But  the  really  special  event  comes  in  the  spring,  when 
Nancy  Peery  sponsors  the  annual  "Joe's  Cafe  Golf 
Tournament."  If  you  haven't  heard  about  it,  don't 
worry.  The  tournament  is  by  invitation  only,  and  it  is 
full  every  year.  Just  look  at  the  pictures,  trophies,  and 
awards  next  to  the  television.  They  tell  how  much 
Joe's  Cafe  participates  in  the  City  of  Santa  Barbara. 

If  you  want  to  know  how  good  and  diverse  the  food  is, 
just  ask  Elmer  Dills  of  Channel  7  Eyewitness  News, 
who  says,  "Every  city  has  a  Joe's.  ..watch  for  Joe's 
daily  specials.  Their  hamhocks  and  lima  beans  are  a 
specialty.  But  if  that  doesn't  fit  your  palate,  try  the  big 
bone  prime  rib  cooked  just  the  way  you  like  it."27  If 
you're  not  strictly  a  meat  person,  try  the  cheese 
omelette  dinner,  or  the  salads  made  to  your  order;  or 


ask  for  things  not  on  the  menu  like  the  "Philips 
Sandwich. " 


One  more  thihg  to  remember.  Elmer  Dills  also  points 
out  that  if  you  don't  make  a  reservation  for  Friday 
night,  forget  it! 

This  brings  the  history  of  Joe's  Cafe  up  to  the  present 
day.  As  the  advertisements  say,  "Joe's— the  place  to 
go  for  the  best  cocktails  and  good  food  in  town  in  a 
relaxed  old-time  Santa  Barbara  atmosphere."28 
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Z^<"~^'.  ^  Linda  _  Leslie  D+.  <„,  «~M  »* 

Linda  McNeil,  Pat  Nelson.  > 

Photo  courtesy  Tina  Ballas.  Remake  Sharon  Hoshida  mi. 
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JOE'S  CAFE 
ART 
& 

MEMORABILIA 


-Joe's  Cafe  has  set  a  tradition  in  art  and  memorabilia  as  well  as 
food  and  drinks."  J.H.B-H. 


Ml 
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Front  and  back  view  of  a  real  memorabilia  find  for  Joe's  Cafe  is  this 
lighter  which  is  the  property  of  William  L.  McGonagle  (circa  1945). 
Photo  by  Sharon  Hoshida  1981 . 
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Wafer  ro/or  o/  Joe's  Cafe  1982  18"  *  i?»  u  „ 

Photo  by  Greg  Griffin  1982.  Afar/?n  ^P''? 
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4&ow  painting  by  Doug  Medwig  appears  to  depict  a  Halloween 
mght  at  Joe's  Cafe,  or  some  pretty  strong  drinks.  Photo  by 
Sharon  Hoshida.  Courtesy  Joe's  Cafe. 


Richard  Wilke's  Joe's  Cafe  fish  painting  hangs  above  the  bar. 
Above  the  fish  is  the  mighty  eagle  of  Joe's  about  to  descend  for 
its  fish  dinner.  Photo  by  Mel  Chavez.  Courtesy  Joe's  Cafe. 
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Hand  painted  etching  by  Daniel  Randolph.  1982.  Courtesy  Carolyn 
Geiger. 


COCKTAIL  AND  DESSERT  WINES 

—   By  the  Glass  — 

MADEIRA,  Paul  Masson   1.00 

PALE  DRY  SHERRY,  Paul  Masson  1.00 

GOLDEN  CREAM  SHERRY,  Paul  Masson  .  1.00 
RICH  RUBY  PORT,  Paul  Masson   1.00 

WHITE  WINES 

Bottle  Vfc  Bottle 

CHARDONNAY,  Beringer    11.50  6.00 

CHABLIS,  Wente    4.75  2.75 

CHABLIS,  Paul  Masson    4.75  2.75 

FUME  BLANC,  Beringer    8.50  4.50 

GREY  RIESLING,  Wente   6.00  3.50 

EMERALD  DRY,  Paul  Masson  ....    5.00  3.00 

CHENIN  BLANC,  Charles  Krug  .  .    8.50  4.50 

RHINE  CASTLE,  Paul  Masson  ...    5.00  3.00 

J OHANNISBERG  RIESLING, 

Charles  Krug   '   9  5Q 

ROSE'  WINES 

VIN  ROSE,  Paul  Masson    5.25  3.00 

VIN  ROSE,  Charles  Krug   525  3^ 

LANCERS  ROSE  (Portugal)    7.50     4  25 


RED  WINES 


Bottle  H  Bottle 

BURGUNDY,  Paul  Masson    4.75  2.75 

BURGUNDY,  Charles  Krug   5.25  3.00 

GAMAY  BEAUJOLAIS, 

Paul  Masson    7.25 

GAMAY  BEAUJOLAIS, 
Charles  Krug    6.50  3.50 

PINOT  NOIR,  Paul  Masson   7.50 

PINOT  NOIR,  Charles  Krug   8.00 

ZINFANDEL,  Charles  Krug   6.50 

CABERNET  SAUVIGNON, 
Paul  Masson    8.50  4.75 

CABERNET  SAUVIGNON, 

Charles  Krug    9.50  5.00 

SPARKLING  WINES 

EXTRA  DRY  CHAMPAGNE, 

Paul  Masson    12.50  6.50 

BRUT,  Harms  Kornell    13.50  7.00 


HOUSE  WINES  AVAILABLE 
BY  THE  GLASS 


Inside  of  Wine  list.  1982.  Courtesy  Joe's  Cafe. 


French  dyes  on  silk  entitled  Shipcloth/3  by  Judith  Geiger.  East  meets  West  (at  Joes  Cafe). 

Courtesy  Judith  Geiger. 
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R  ANTHONY  ASKEW 


GALLERY 


Etching  by  Anthony  Askew  of  Joe's  Cafe.  Courtesy  Adrian  & 
Hilda  Wenner.  Photo  by  Greg  Griffin  1981. 
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JoeS  everyday  art  work.  Its  many  advertisements  on  napkim, 
matchbooks,  and  newspapers.  Photo  by  Mel  Chavez  1981. 


As  a  young  woman  Marie  Govean  (former  owner  of  Joe's  Cafe 
1948-54)  studied  art.  It  paid  off  with  the  logo  she  designed  herself 
for  the  plate  and  house  liquor  bottle  at  Joe's  Cafe.  No  other 
owners  had  done  anything  like  it  before.  These  are  special  col- 
lector's items.  Supposedly  no  more  of  this  set  of  memorabilia 
items  remain.  Photo  by  Sharon  Hoshida.  Courtesy  Joe  &  Marie 
Govean. 


The  marquee  designed  by  Harry  Davis  which  contains  over  100 
lightbulbs.  Photo  by  Mel  Chavez  1981. 
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Oil  painting  of  Joes  Cafe  by  Patricia  Chidlaw  24"  X  30"  - 1980.  It  is 
now  in  the  Lewis  Wheeler  Collection.  Photo  courtesy  Pat  Childlaw. 


show.  Courtesy  Joe  s  Cafe.  Photo  by  S.H. 
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The  smiling  face  of  Head  Chef  Philip  Juan  for  which  the 
"Philips  Sandvich"  is  named.  Photo  Sharon  Hoshida  1981. 


LI  to  Rf  Julio  Martinez,  busboy;  Sherie  Luxon;  Manuel  Rey 
„oso  cook;  Raelene  Bassett;  Tino  Jaramillo;  Octavio  Perez,  duh- 
washer;  Denise  Taylor,  waitress;  Sal  Jaramillo,  cook.  Courtesy 
Nancy  Peery.  Remake  SJ1. 
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A  NIGHT  AT 
JOE  S  CAFE 

and 

Other  Nostalgia 
Photographs 
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A  night  of  politics  still  taking  place  at  Joe's  Cafe  with  then  City 
Council  candidate   Gerald  DeWitt.  Photo   by   John  Brinley- 

Higgins  1981.  83 
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